
TEA Texas Education for Homeless Children and 
Youth (TEHCY) Program

McKinney-Vento 101

Tuesday, October 19th 2021| 1:00 -3:00 pm                     



We equip school systems 
to increase awareness, 

promote equitable access, 
and improve outcomes 

for all special populations.
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Objectives and Outline
To review the key requirements of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance 
Act and the roles and responsibilities of school districts and open-enrollment 
charter schools to support students experiencing homelessness.

McKinney-Vento definition and data
McKinney-Vento requirement for all LEAs
McKinney-Vento implementation, identification, enrollment, and services
 TEHCY Program updates and resources
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Common Terminology
McKinney-Vento 
Refers to the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act

Texas Education for Homeless Children and Youth (TEHCY) Program 
Refers to the Texas McKinney-Vento program

Students Experiencing Homelessness 
Refers to McKinney-Vento eligible students

Local Education Agencies (LEAs)  
Refers to Texas public schools and open-enrollment charter schools
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McKinney-Vento Definitions,  
Data, and Requirements



McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act

 Ensures students have immediate 
and equal access to public education
 LEAs must review and revise policies 

to remove barriers to school 
enrollment and retention of 
homeless children and youth
McKinney-Vento defines enrollment 

as attending classes and 
participating fully in school activities
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Who is covered by the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act?

 Children and youth who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate 
nighttime residence, including children and youth:

• Sharing the housing of other persons due to the loss of housing, 
economic hardship, or similar reason

• Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds, due to the 
lack of alternative adequate accommodations

• Living in emergency or transitional shelters, or are abandoned in 
hospitals

• Living in a public or private place not designated for or ordinarily 
used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings
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Who is covered by the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act?

 Children and youth who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate 
nighttime residence, including children and youth:

• Living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, 
substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings

• Migratory children living in the above circumstances 
[42 U.S.C. § 11434a(2)]

• Unaccompanied youth includes a homeless child or youth not in the 
physical custody of a parent or guardian 

[42 U.S.C § 11434a(6)]
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2017-2019 National Data|Homeless Student Identification
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1,354,363

1,504,544

1,384,301

2016-2017

2017-2018

2018-2019



2017-2020 Statewide (Texas) Data|Homeless Student Identification
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111,177

231,305

114,055

111,401

2016-2017

2017-2018

2018-2019

2019-2020

114,055

231,305



Identification of Students Experiencing Homelessness

LEAs Identifying 
Zero Homeless 

Students

2016-2017
278 LEAs

2017-2018
210 LEAs

2018-2019
263 LEAs

2019-2020
251 LEAs
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Homeless Data by Living Situation

2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020
Doubled-Up 58% 78% 77%

Shelter 9% 10% 9%

Hotel/Motel 9% 7% 7%

Unsheltered 24% 5% 7%
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Special Programs and Homeless Student Data

2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020

Special Education 10.8% 13.7% 13.7%

English Learners 19.5% 17.9% 19.7%

Migrant 0.5% 0.9% 0.9%
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Unaccompanied Homeless Student Enrollment
in Texas Public Schools
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15,315
19,136

17,193

2017-2018

2018-2019

2019-2020



Unaccompanied Youth Homeless Data by Living Situation

2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020
Doubled-Up 80% 86% 87%

Shelter 15% 10% 9%

Hotel/Motel 1% 1% 1%

Unsheltered 4% 3% 3%
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Texas High School Graduation Data
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90%

90%

90%

90%

72%

80%

80%

81%

Homeless Students All Students

2019

2018

2017

2020



Snapshot Data
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Student Group October 2019 October 2020

Homeless 78,926 57,811

Foster Care 17,541 17,090

Military 105,787 144,683 

At-risk 2,776,481 2,636,849 

Economically 
Disadvantaged 3,309,610 3,233,417



2018-2020 TEHCY Infographic
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McKinney-Vento Requirements for All LEAs

Appoint a local McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison and ensure they 
have the capacity to carry out the duties listed in statute

Identify students experiencing homelessness

Enroll students experiencing homelessness immediately, even 
without required records

Make student records available in a timely manner

Provide services to students experiencing homelessness that are 
comparable to those offered to other students
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McKinney-Vento Requirements for All LEAs

Review and revise policies that may act as barriers to the enrollment of 
students experiencing homelessness

Continue the student’s education in their school of origin

Provide School of Origin transportation if it is requested by a parent, 
guardian, or unaccompanied youth and is in the best interest of the student

Provide written notice to parents, guardians, and unaccompanied youth  
related to the appeal process if the LEA sends the student to a school other 
than the school requested
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McKinney-Vento Liaisons Facilitate Identification of Students 
Experiencing Homelessness by Providing:

Training of
LEA Staff

Identification 
Processes

Community 
Collaboration

Awareness 
Materials
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McKinney-Vento Liaison Duties

Students experiencing homelessness are identified collaboratively with school personnel, other 
organizations, and agencies

Students experiencing homelessness are enrolled and provided equitable access to succeed in 
school

Students experiencing homelessness have access to educational services for which they are 
eligible 

Students and families experiencing homelessness receive referrals for medical, dental, mental 
health, housing services, and other appropriate services

Parents or guardians of students experiencing homelessness are informed of the educational 
opportunities available to their students and provided opportunities to participate in their student’s 
education

McKinney-Vento Liaisons must ensure that:



McKinney-Vento Liaison Duties Cont.

Public notice of the educational rights of students experiencing homelessness 
are posted in locations frequented by students, parents, guardians, and 
unaccompanied youth 

Ensure enrollment disputes are mediated in accordance with the 
requirements of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act

Parents, guardians, and unaccompanied youth are informed of all 
transportation services available, including school of origin transportation

School personnel receive professional development and other support to ensure 
identification of McKinney-Vento eligible students 
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McKinney-Vento Liaisons must ensure that:



McKinney-Vento Liaison Duties and Unaccompanied Homeless Youth

McKinney-Vento Liaisons must ensure that 
unaccompanied youth experiencing homelessness:

 Are enrolled in school 

 Have opportunities to meet the same state 
academic standards as housed students

 Are informed of their independent status for the 
purpose of the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA)
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Pause to Process

Comments? Questions?
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McKinney-Vento Identification, 
Enrollment, and Services



McKinney-Vento Student Identification

LEAs should have processes and 
strategies in place to identify students 
experiencing homelessness: 

 Upon enrollment

 Anytime during the school year 
 In the event of a natural disaster
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McKinney-Vento Student Enrollment and Identification
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Immediate 
Enrollment

Determination of 
McKinney-Vento 

Eligibility

Assessment of 
Services



Immediate Enrollment

Students experiencing homelessness have the right to 
immediate school enrollment:

• Even if lacking paperwork normally required for enrollment
• Provisional enrollment without:
o Immunizations
oBirth Certificates

• Even if having missed application or enrollment deadlines during    
any period of homelessness

[42 U.S.C § 11432(g)(3)(C)(i)]
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Immunization – Provisional Enrollment Resource
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State School Selection Provision 
 In Texas we have a state school selection provision: TEC § 25.001(b)(5).

 If a family is homeless, they can select to enroll in any LEA in the state. 

 Students experiencing homelessness would be enrolling under the state provision.

 The McKinney-Vento Liaison will assist in selecting the campus that best meets the 
needs of students experiencing homelessness.

 McKinney-Vento transportation does not apply.
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Sample: Student Residency 
Questionnaire (SRQ)

Best practice to determine 
McKinney-Vento eligibility

Available in a digital and 
paper format 

SRQ’s completed throughout 
the school year



SRQ and Intake Process: Assess McKinney-Vento Eligibility
Once the family or unaccompanied youth has completed an SRQ, the McKinney-
Vento Liaison will proceed with determining eligibility by assessing the following:

What is the family’s or 
unaccompanied youth’s current 
living situation?

Is it a temporary living situation due 
to a recent loss of housing?

Is it fixed, regular, and adequate?

Is the family or unaccompanied 
youth living in hotel, shelter, 
unsheltered, or doubled-up living 
situation?
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Sample Intake Form – Page 1

Clarify responses on the SRQ

Document School of Origin

Identify all eligible students in the 
family 
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Sample Intake Form – Page 2

Review program services 

Document referrals and services 
provided

Document non-qualification criteria 
and intake notes
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Events That May Lead to Loss of Housing

Unemployment Divorce Domestic 
Abuse

Medical Issues
Lack of 

Affordable 
Housing

Natural 
Disaster
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Identification of Unaccompanied Homeless Youth 

 Review each situation on a 
case-by-case basis 
 Review their living situation 

and nighttime residency
 Student must be BOTH 

unaccompanied AND
experiencing homelessness
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Pause to Process

Comments? Questions?
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McKinney-Vento Student Coding

McKinney-Vento coding does not carry over from year-to-year

Identification and coding is for the current school year

McKinney-Vento eligible students should be coded at the time of identification

Student eligibility for McKinney-Vento services should be assessed annually
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Notification of McKinney-Vento Student Eligibility 

McKinney-Vento Liaisons should implement processes and procedures 
to ensure all identified McKinney-Vento students have been coded for 

all appropriate services in a timely manner by:

Providing registrars or other 
designated contacts an email 

notification with the appropriate 
“homeless status” and “At-Risk” 

indicator code in TSDS PEIMS

Informing designated Food 
Services contacts to code all 

eligible students for “free meal” 
status 
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TSDS PEIMS Homeless Status Codes
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TSDS PEIMS Unaccompanied Youth Code
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Review Accuracy of McKinney-Vento Coding

Develop, review, and monitor program reports to ensure 
accurate and timely coding of: 

 Student eligibility criteria
 Date of qualification
 At-Risk status
 Unaccompanied Youth status (if applicable)

 Review McKinney-Vento program reports to monitor 
student enrollment, coding, and services on a regular basis.
Develop processes and procedures to address and correct 

any coding errors throughout the school year.
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Pause to Process

Comments? Questions?
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Transportation Requirements for all LEAs
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Transportation must be provided to and from the school of origin 
at the request of the parent or guardian, or, in the case of an 

unaccompanied youth, at the request of the local liaison          
[42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g) (1)(J)(iii)].

      

• Students experiencing homelessness are eligible for school of 
origin transportation

• Collaboration must occur between LEAs to arrange transportation
• LEAs must agree on a method to share the responsibility and costs



Best Interest Determination
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In determining best interest, the local education agency shall:

• Presume that keeping a child or youth in their School of Origin is in the child's 
or youth’s best interest, except when doing so is contrary to the request of the 
parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth. 

• Consider student-centered factors related to the child’s or youth’s best 
interest, including factors related to the impact of mobility on achievement, 
education, health, and safety, giving priority to the request of the parent 
guardian, or unaccompanied youth. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(b)]



Duration of School of Origin Rights

Homeless children and youth have the right to attend their 
School of Origin for the duration of homelessness:

• In any case in which a family becomes homeless between academic years 
or during an academic year.

• For the remainder of the academic year, if the child or youth becomes 
permanently housed during an academic year.

[41 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(A)(i)(ll)]
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School of Origin Considerations

Age of 
student

Travel time 
Time of the 
school year

Personal 
safety issues
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LEA Strategies to Support School of Origin Services

Develop LEA policies and procedures to support 
implementation of School of Origin transportation services
 Partner with neighboring LEAs to coordinate out of district 

transportation services
Monitor transportation services regularly to ensure 

continuity of services
 Provide busing information and any new student or family 

contact information to the appropriate campus and LEA 
contact
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Sample School of Origin 
Transportation Letter

Student information

Busing information

“No Call” guidance

McKinney-Vento and transportation 

program contact information
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Pause to Process

Comments? Questions?
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McKinney-Vento Post Secondary Planning and Support

School counselors must assist students 
experiencing homelessness with college 
preparation and readiness

[42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(K)]

Local liaisons must inform 
unaccompanied youth about their 
independent student status on the FAFSA 
and assist with verification of the status

[42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(6)(A)(x)(III)]
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McKinney-Vento Dispute Resolution Process for 
Eligibility, Enrollment, and School Selection

Each LEA has local policies and 
procedures to address disputes or 

complaints.

This is a three-tiered process. 

1. McKinney-Vento 
Liaison

2. LEA or Campus 
Leadership

3. Superintendent or 
School Board
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Dispute Resolution Process

McKinney-Vento liaison must provide the parent, guardian 
or unaccompanied youth a written notice including:
 an explanation of the decision regarding eligibility, 

school selection, or enrollment, and
 the right of the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied 

youth to appeal or dispute the decision.
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Dispute Resolution Process Cont.

Once the enrollment decision is made, the LEA’s McKinney-
Vento Liaison will ensure that the notice:
 Includes an explanation of the reasons for the 

determination
 Includes a description of the appeals process, appeal 

timelines, and information on how and to whom to 
appeal the decision
 Is provided to the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied 

youth promptly in a way that is understandable
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TEA McKinney-Vento Dispute 
Resolution Process and FAQ Resources

 If a dispute is not resolved locally, a 
complaint may then be filed with TEA.
Only disputes that have gone through 

all three levels of the local dispute 
process will be reviewed by TEA. 
 TEAs decisions regarding McKinney-

Vento disputes are final.
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Texas Association of School Boards (TASB) Resources 
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Pause to Process

Comments? Questions?
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Texas Education for Homeless Children and 
Youth (TEHCY) Grant and Program Updates



Legislative Updates from the 87th Session

House Bill 1525 updated the state compensatory 
education funding to include more funds for students 

experiencing homelessness. 

 Section 48.104 Compensatory Education Allotment of the Texas 
Education Code was amended to now include section (e-1): 

 For each student who is a homeless child or youth as defined by 42 
U.S.C section 11434a, a school district is entitled to an annual 
allotment equal to the basic allotment multiplied by the highest 
weight provided under Section (d).

 This provision now entitles school districts to an annual 
compensatory allotment equal to the basic allotment multiplied by 
the highest weight (0.275) provided under Subsection (d) for each 
homeless student as defined by 42 U.S.C. Section 11434a.
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2021-2022 Texas Education for Homeless Children Youth 
Grant Updates

August 12, 2021,  
preliminary grant 
selection notices 
were announced

Awarded  
approximately 
$8.3 million in 

grant funds

92 subgrantees Serving a total of 
214 LEAs
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American Rescue Plan – Homeless Children and Youth 
Phase I and II Grant Funds
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Designated to supplement 
McKinney-Vento Education 
for Homeless Children and 

Youth (EHCY) Funds

Administered by the Office 
of the State Coordinator for 
the Education of Homeless 

Children and Youth  
Program

States must allocate at least 
75% of the allocation to 

LEAs

States may reserve up to 
25% of allocations for state 

level activities

Total Grant Award 
$81,388,454

Phase I - $20,337,095
Phase II - $61,051,359



American Rescue Plan – Homeless Children and Youth 
Phase I Grant Funds
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SEA Allocation
$3,637,095 

LEA Allocation 
$16,700,000 

Total Award  
$20,337,095



American Rescue Plan – Homeless Children and Youth 
Phase II Grant Funds
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SEA Allocation
$6,051,359 

LEA 
Allocation

$55,000,000 

Total Award  
$61,051,359



TEHCY Program Technical Assistance and Training Updates

2020-2021 TEHCY Technical Assistance, Professional Development, and Support 
Grant awarded to Region 13 ended on August 31, 2021.

TEHCY Technical Support Center services were transferred from Region 13 to TEA 
effective September 1, 2021.

Future McKinney-Vento statewide trainings, technical assistance and resources will 
be provided by TEA in collaboration with ESCs.
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TEHCY Program Technical Assistance Contact Information
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1-800-446-3142                          
(Operated by TEA as of September 1, 2021)

homelesseducation@tea.texas.org

TEA will collaborate with ESC 
McKinney-Vento Liaisons to 
provide TEHCY program technical 
assistance. 



McKinney-Vento Poster Updates
 ESC McKinney-Vento Liaisons will be 

distributing the posters to every LEA in their 
region.
 For additional poster requests contact your 

Regional McKinney-Vento Liaison
 McKinney-Vento requirement: Public notice of 

educational rights of homeless children and 
youth is disseminated in locations frequented 
by parents or guardians of such children and 
youth, and unaccompanied youth.

42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(6)(A)(vi)
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Regional McKinney-Vento Liaison Contacts

ESC 1
Manuel Salinas 
mansalinas@esc1.net

ESC 2
Alexis Gutierrez 
alexis.gutierrez@esc2.us

ESC 3
Ramona Hotman 

rhotman@esc3.net

ESC 4
LaShonda Evans 

Lashonda.evans@esc4.net 

ESC 5
Brenda Thompson 

brendat@esc5.net 

ESC 6
Albert H. Archuleta 

aarchuleta@esc6.net 

ESC 7
Tara Evers 

tevers@esc7.net 

ESC 8
Marilu Calixto 

mcalixto@reg8.net 

ESC 9
Lacy Murphey 

lacy.murphey@esc9.net 

ESC 10
Deon Quinn 

deon.quinn@region10.org 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2021.  All rights reserved
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Regional McKinney-Vento Liaison Contacts

ESC 11
Christie Miller 
cjmiller@esc11.net 

ESC 12
Amberly Walker 

awalker@esc12.net 

ESC 13
Cheryl Myers 

cheryl.myers@esc13.txed.net 

ESC 14
Tina Haywood 
thaywood@esc14.net 

ESC 15
Carol Stevens 

carol.stevens@esc15.net 

ESC 16
Vickie Ansley 

vickie.ansley@esc16.net 

ESC 17
Angie Watson 
awatson@esc17.net 

ESC 18
Angie Balderrama 

abalderrama@esc18.net 

ESC 19
Manuel Aldaco 
mdaldaco@esc19.net 

ESC 20
Karina Gonzalez 

Karina.gonzalez@esc20.net 
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Transition Assistance 
Training Series

Part 1: Friday, 10/22 (10:00 am – 11:30 am)

Part 2: Wednesday, November 10th (10:00 am – 11:15am)

Part 3: Friday, December 3rd (10:00 am – 11:15 am)
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McKinney-Vento Training Updates

 TEA is in the process of updating the McKinney-Vento 201 
training to include state policies and statutes that support 
experiencing homelessness.
More information will be coming soon!
 Sign up for our McKinney-Vento newsletter to receive future 

training and resource updates.
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Identification Strategies and Best Practices

 Designate a local McKinney-Vento Liaison.
 Inform LEA and campus staff of McKinney-Vento Liaison duties to 

support students experiencing homelessness.
 Develop a referral and intake process to support prompt 

identification students experiencing homelessness.
 Utilize a Student Residency Questionnaire (SRQ) and intake form.
 Provide annual McKinney-Vento training to staff.
 Develop a McKinney-Vento program webpage.

Next 
Steps
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Pause to Process

Comments? Questions?
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Sign Up for Updates
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Upcoming Trainings
Highly Mobile and At-Risk Webinar
 November 18, 2021, 1:00-2:30 pm CST

Association for Compensatory Educators of Texas Conference 
October 27-29, 2021
 Texas Education for Homeless Children and Youth (TEHCY) Program Updates | October 27, 

2:30 pm – 3:30 pm
 Foster Care and Student Success: Essential Information to Building Understanding and 

Supports for Students in Foster Care | October 28, 2021, 11:15 am -12:30 pm
 Pregnancy Related Services in 2021-22 | October 28, 1:15 pm - 2:15 pm
 Statewide Human Trafficking Prevention and Awareness | October 28, 1:15 pm – 2:15 pm
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Questions
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TEHC Program Contact Information
Cal Lopez

Texas Education for Homeless Children and Youth State Coordinator
Highly Mobile and At-Risk Student Programs Division

512-463-9017
cal.lopez@tea.texas.gov
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Thank you!

We will be sending a feedback survey to all attendees. Your input and 
feedback are valuable to support the improvement of current 
McKinney-Vento 101 training and the development of new McKinney-
Vento trainings.
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