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Disclaimer

 These slides have been prepared and approved by the 
Student Assessment Division of the Texas Education 
Agency. 

 If any slide is amended or revised for use in local or 
regional trainings, please remove this slide as well as the 
TEA footer at the bottom of each slide.
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Suggested Training for Region, District, 
and Campus Professionals

 It is the intent of TEA’s Student Assessment Division that all resources created to 
clarify testing and accommodation policies be accessible to educators at the 
region, district, and campus levels, including classroom teachers.

 This is a comprehensive training but does not take the place of reading the 
associated documents. 

 Relevant district and campus staff will need to read all of the policies and 
related resources once they are posted on TEA’s Student Assessment  
webpage. These documents contain all the details. 
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Accommodations 
for Students with 
Disabilities 
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Overview of Changes for the 
2015-2016 School Year 

 No policy changes to allowable accommodations, just clarifications

 Added STAAR Algebra II and English III where applicable

 Online Accommodation Request Form 
 Requests approved during the 2015 calendar year remain effective until 

December 31, 2015. Only submit additional requests for new Type 2 
accommodations (e.g., new student, change in accommodation). 

 Requests for the 2016 calendar year can be submitted beginning in 
January, and all approvals remain effective until December 31, 2016.  
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Accommodation 
Resources Webpage

Contains 
comprehensive 
information about 
accommodations 
for students with 
disabilities  taking 
state assessments. 
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Students with Disabilities Who are Eligible for 
Accommodations on State Assessments 

 Students with an identified disability who receive special education 
services and meet established eligibility criteria for certain 
accommodations

 Students with an identified disability who receive Section 504 services 
and meet established eligibility criteria for certain accommodations

 Students with a disabling condition who do not receive special 
education or Section 504 services but meet established eligibility 
criteria for certain accommodations
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Authority for Decisions

 Admission, Review, and Dismissal (ARD) committee

 Section 504 placement committee

 Appropriate team of people at the campus level (e.g., 
Response to Intervention (RTI) team, student assistance team) 
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Critical Information about 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 

 Educators should review this document on TEA’s Accommodations for 
Students with Disabilities webpage
 General information about accommodations
 Accommodations during classroom instruction and testing
 Accommodations during state assessments

 Not all accommodations suitable for instruction are allowed during the state assessments

 Routinely, independently, and effectively  

 The Accommodation Triangle 
 Planning for testing accommodations 
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Type 1

Type 2

Type 1 accommodations are approved 
locally based on specific eligibility criteria. 

The decision to provide these 
accommodations is made by the 

appropriate team of people at the 
campus level .

Type 2 accommodations require TEA approval to 
use during a state assessment. The appropriate 
team of people at the campus level determine 

whether the student meets all of the specific 
eligibility criteria and, if so, submits an 

Accommodation Request Form to TEA. 
September 17, 2015Texas Education Agency 
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Accommodation type
This section provides a general description of the 
accommodation.

This section lists the assessments the accommodation may 
be used on by eligible students. 

This section lists the eligibility criteria that must be met in 
order for the student to use the accommodation on a state 
assessment. 

This section describes who can make accommodation  
decisions for students, where to document these decisions, 
and what to record on the answer document. 

This icon indicates 
whether or not an 
Accommodation 
Request Form is 
required. 

This section describes the specific examples/types of the 
accommodation that may be used on the state 
assessment. Pay careful attention to this list because it is 
sometimes exhaustive.  

This section outlines special instructions and considerations 
about the accommodation. Educators must be aware of 
this information when making decisions about using 
accommodations and when administering assessments with 
accommodations.
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Type 1 Accommodations 

 Individualized Structured Reminders

 Amplification Devices 

 Projection Devices 

 Manipulating Test Materials

 Oral/Signed Administration
 Spelling Assistance

 Mathematics Manipulatives

 Calculation Devices
 Basic Transcribing

 Supplemental Aids
 Extra Time (Same Day)

 Large Print

 Dictionary

 Braille

Type 
1
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Oral/Signed Administration

 STAAR Algebra II and English III were added.

 In the “Assessments” section, edits were made to clarify what could and could not be 
read aloud during an oral administration. 

 All mention of STAAR A was removed except for a note explaining that an oral 
administration was not applicable to STAAR A. Oral administration eligibility for STAAR 
A should NOT be determined or documented. 

 In the “Authority for Decision and Required Documentation” section, a minor edit was 
made to account for the fact that the OA bubble is not on a writing answer 
document. Eligibility for an oral administration may be determined for these 
assessments; however, if a student is eligible, this accommodation will not be 
recorded on the answer document. 

Type 
1
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Mathematics Manipulatives

 STAAR Algebra II was added.
 The format of the “Student Eligibility Criteria” was changed for clarification; 

however, the policy is the same as the previous year. 
 In the “Examples/Types” section, the use of clocks was restricted to the 

following: “clock with or without numbers shown on clock face; the clock 
should NOT have gears” (meaning the clock should have independently 
moving hour and minute hands) 

Type 
1
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Calculation Devices

 STAAR Algebra II was added. 

 Calculators used by eligible students as a testing 
accommodation must adhere to the guidelines set forth in 
the STAAR Calculator Policy. 
 Please note that the STAAR Calculator Policy was revised and 

posted on TEA’s STAAR Mathematics Resources webpage. The 
guidelines set forth in this updated policy also apply to calculator 
use as an accommodation. 

Type 
1
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Supplemental Aids

 The format of the “Student Eligibility Criteria” was changed for 
clarification; however, the policy is the same as the previous year. 

 The following change was made to the #2 example of allowable math 
charts: Multiplication charts that are grade appropriate may be used. 
The multiplication chart must be a grid used to find the product, not a 
list of multiplication facts. Indicating special numbers (e.g., highlighting 
or circling perfect squares within the body of the chart) is NOT allowed.
 Deleted from previous policy: Each axis may only be numbered 0 through 

12. 

Type 
1
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Supplemental Aids (cont.) 

 The following change was made to the #3 example of 
allowable math charts: A number chart (e.g., 100 chart) may 
be used. Indicating special numbers (e.g., highlighting or 
circling prime numbers within the body of the chart) is NOT 
allowed.
 Previous language restricted this type of supplemental aid to 100 

charts. 

Type 
1

September 17, 2015Texas Education Agency 

17



Type 2 Accommodations 

 Complex Transcribing
 Mathematics Scribe
 Photocopying Test Materials
 Extra Day
 Other

Type 
2
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Accommodations in Emergency or 
Unexpected Situations 

 Follow these steps when unexpected or emergency situations (e.g., broken 
arm, lost eyeglasses) occur just prior to or on the day of the state assessment. 
More specific information can be found on TEA’s Accommodations for 
Students with Disabilities webpage. 
 Step 1: No need to contact TEA if a student’s needs can be met with 

allowable test administration procedures or materials. 

 Step 2: No need to contact TEA if a student’s needs can be met with Type 1 
accommodations. 

 Step 3: Contact TEA if the student’s needs cannot be met with Step 1 or 2, and 
Type 2 accommodations are being considered. 
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Recording Accommodations on the 
Student’s Answer Document

 District and Campus Coordinator Manual
 GA = general accommodation

 BR = braille administration

 LP = large print administration

 OA = oral administration

 XD = extra day

 LA = linguistic accommodation

 Record the accommodation that is documented and made available 
to a student, even if the student did not use the accommodation during 
testing. 
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COMING SOON!
Supplemental Accommodation Resources 

 Accommodation Request Process For Type 2 Accommodations
 General Instructions for Administering Braille State Assessments
 General Instructions for Administering Large-Print State Assessments
 General Instructions for Administering State Assessments to Students Who 

are Deaf or Hard of Hearing
 Font and Point Size Matrices 
 Miscellaneous training presentations (e.g., Supplemental Aids) 
 Allowable Test Administration Procedures and Materials 
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Accommodations for STAAR Alternate 2, 
TELPAS, and TAKS 

 Information about accommodations for students taking the following 
assessments can be found in the applicable manuals. 
 STAAR Alternate 2: Educator Guide for STAAR Alternate 2 and the test 

administration manual 
 Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS): test 

administration manual
 Texas Assessments of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS): Directions for District 

Coordinators, Campus Coordinators and Test Administrators on the TAKS 
Resources webpage
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STAAR A

September 17, 2015Texas Education Agency 

23



December 2015 STAAR A End-of-Course 
(EOC) Administrations

Reference the August 20, 2015 Letter to Districts 
December 2015 administration will be offered only on 

paper 
No online assessments
No special request process for paper administrations of online 

assessments 
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December 2015 STAAR A EOC Administrations

 Students are required by Texas Education Code (TEC) §28.025(c) to 
meet all curriculum requirements and assessment graduation 
requirements in order to receive a Texas high school diploma. 
 Graduation requirements for students receiving special education services 

can be found in Texas Administrative Code (TAC) §89.1070(b). 

 It is not necessary to revisit the assessment decision simply because 
STAAR A will be administered only on paper in December. If a student 
meets the STAAR A Eligibility Requirements, he or she may take STAAR A 
regardless of the mode of administration. 
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December 2015 STAAR A EOC Administrations

 The secure STAAR A Paper Administration Guide provides specific instructions for 
how embedded accommodations are to be provided. 
 Accommodations may include definitions, synonyms, graphics, rewording of text, or 

indication by the test administrator of certain parts of the selection, test question, or 
reference materials. 

 Supplemental materials, such as blank Punnett squares for biology and writing 
checklists for English I and English II, will be provided as separate handouts.

 The test administrator may read aloud text as needed by the student. The 
student’s test booklet will indicate text that cannot be read aloud (“do not read” 
icon). Specific information about what can be read aloud is located in the STAAR 
A Paper Administration Guide. 
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December 2015 STAAR A EOC Administrations

 Allowable test administrator-provided accommodation support is specifically 
described in the accommodation tables. These tables allow the test administrator to 
SAY something to the student, to Show the student a visual, or to Indicate to the 
student specific information in the student’s test booklet. 
 SAY: This text must be communicated to the student exactly as written. 

 Show: The “Accommodation” column in the accommodation table may instruct the test 
administrator to show the student an image (e.g., political cartoon, chart, photo) on a 
specific page in the guide. 

 Indicate: In some instances, the test administrator will need to indicate to the student (e.g., 
point to the information, cover the information not indicated, place the student’s hand on 
the information, etc.) specific information in the student’s test booklet. 
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Test Question in Student Booklet 
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Accommodation Table in Paper Administration Guide 
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Blank, shaded rows in the STAAR A Paper Administration Guides indicate that there are no 
accommodations for this test question (therefore no dotted underlines in the student booklet). 



Supporting Images in
Paper Administration Guide
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December 2015 STAAR A EOC Administrations

 Test administrators who have not administered a paper version of 
STAAR A, must be trained according to the STAAR A Paper 
Administration Guide. 

 Because test administrators respond to student requests for reading 
text aloud and presenting additional accommodations, individual or 
small group administrations are necessary. 

 Students taking a paper administration of STAAR A cannot be 
grouped with students taking other assessments.

 Students record their responses to test questions on the answer 
document. 

September 17, 2015Texas Education Agency 

31

Applies 
ONLY to 

Dec. 2015 
admin. 



STAAR A Survey Results

 Available from May 11-22, 2015
 All 20 regions participated
 5,732 total number of respondents

 57% test administrators 
 38% region, district, or campus test 

coordinators 
 5% technology personnel 

 Overall respondents were positive 
 Required activities easy to perform
 Students had positive overall 

experience 
 Students were sufficiently prepared 

to use STAAR A online features and 
tools on the day of test

 STAAR A accommodations 
improved student access to tested 
content 
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STAAR A Survey Results: Online Testing 

September 17, 2015Texas Education Agency 

33

Easy Neutral Difficult N/A
Configuring student computers for online testing 41% 24% 29% 7%

Coordinators setting up online testing sessions 60% 22% 7% 10%

Test administrators setting up online test sessions 42% 29% 9% 20%

Coordinators training staff 55% 32% 9% 4%

Coordinators organizing campus logistics for test day 
(e.g., rooms, computers, accommodations) 45% 27% 22% 7%

Test administrators actively monitoring 80% 15% 4% 1%

Students testing online 56% 29% 15%



STAAR A Survey Results: Accommodations 

Are classroom 
accommodations 
similar to STAAR A 
accommodations?

September 17, 2015Texas Education Agency 
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Yes No
Vocabulary support 92% 8%
Reading support 91% 9%
Writing checklists 80% 20%
Graphic organizers 82% 18%

Scaffolding steps in a process (e.g., bulleted 
lists, spacing) 88% 12%

Isolating specific information (e.g., deleting 
extraneous information, emphasizing 
important information)

90% 10%



STAAR A Survey Results: Extra Time 

 Average test times for STAAR A grades 3-8 mathematics, reading, writing, science, social studies
 Approximately 2-3 hours 
 80-98% of students finished in less than 4 hours

 Average test times for STAAR A algebra I, biology, and U.S. history
 Approximately 1 ½ - 2 hours 
 97-99% of students finished in less than 4 hours 

 Average test times for STAAR A English I and English II 
 Approximately 3 ½ hours 
 76-82% of students finished in less than 5 hours 

September 17, 2015Texas Education Agency 

35



Spring 2016 STAAR A Administrations 

 ETS is the new vendor for STAAR, STAAR Spanish, STAAR L, and STAAR A. As a 
result, there will be some changes to the processes associated with the 
student assessment program as the contractor launches their test 
management and online testing platforms to meet the overall needs of the 
program.

 Updated resources for STAAR A, additional resources, and new training 
opportunities will be posted to the STAAR A Resources webpage as they 
become available, and another TETN training will be scheduled for later in the 
2015-2016 school year. 
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Spring 2016 STAAR A Administrations

 Special Paper Request Process
 Only applies to STAAR L, STAAR A, and TELPAS reading assessments for grades 2-12

 A special request can be made to TEA for approval to administer a paper test IF…
 The use of an accommodation is not feasible or appropriate for an online administration
 The administration of an online test is inappropriate due to a student’s particular disability

 The paper administration request document can be found on the coordinator 
manual resources webpage.
 An Accommodation Request Form should NOT be used for these requests, even if the 

student needs Type 2 accommodations as well. Type 2 requests should be included in the 
paper request. 

September 17, 2015Texas Education Agency 

37



STAAR Alternate 2
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Fall Update
In order to inform the further development of the STAAR 
Alternate 2 assessment, the fall update: 
 provides feedback from standard setting (April 2015),
 provides statewide feedback from spring surveys, Focus Group, 

and external educator review meetings, 
 provides a discussion for general performance results, and 
 reports revisions to the STAAR Alternate 2 program for spring 2016. 
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Overview of STAAR Alternate 2

 An assessment based on alternate academic achievement standards
 Designed for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities
 An assessment that meets federal and state requirements
 A non-traditional test that requires test administrators to observe students

as they respond to standardized, state-developed assessment items that
link to the grade-level Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) through
prerequisite skills

 Each question type has a unique set of scoring instructions
 Student responses transcribed into online transcription form
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STAAR Alternate 2 
Participation Requirements

 Students must meet all state-mandated participation requirements 
for STAAR Alternate 2. 

 Students who are eligible for STAAR Alternate 2 typically:
 May have an intellectual quotient below 70 resulting in limited potential
 May be unable to reach grade level standards regardless of the quality 

of instruction

 May require significant assistance in skills of daily living 
 Differ from students with specific learning disabilities who have average 

intelligence, but have learning problems that make reaching their 
potential difficult

 Additional guidance can be found in the Educator Guide for STAAR 
Alternate 2: http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/special-
ed/staaralt/

41
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Spring 2016 Essence Statements 

Essence Statements for the Spring 2016 
administration, as well as additional STAAR 
Alternate 2 resources, were posted to the TEA 
website: 
http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/special-ed/staaralt/essence/
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Standard Setting Process

 Conducted in April 2015

 Participants included educators, administrators, school psychologists

 Using the Performance Level Descriptors, participants determined 
whether not students would require built-in supports on the test in 
order to meet each performance level

 Group scoring was collected and cut scores were determined based 
on standard setting analysis 
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Standard Setting Process
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Standard Setting Feedback 

 “Each test item was considered individually.  The process is more 
thorough than I imagined.”

 “I appreciate that my voice was heard and my students’ abilities were 
represented in this process.”

 “I really like Performance Level Indicators. They give me a better idea 
of the direction I should take my students academically.”
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2015 STAAR Alternate 2 Performance Results
Subject Developing Satisfactory Accomplished 
Reading 18 66 16

Mathematics 14 64 22
Writing 21 60 20

Science 9 66 25
Social Studies 14 61 25

English I
15 59 27

English II

Algebra I 17 58 25
Biology 11 63 26

U.S. History 15 59 26
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2015 Survey Results
Test Administrator Group 

Online survey February 13 – March 13, 2015
2,552 test administrators responded
18 questions
 Training Resources, Online Activities, Testing Window,

Administration Materials, Test Accommodations, and
Administration Procedures
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Survey Responses to 
STAAR Alternate 2 Redesign

Most frequently heard positive comments regarding
the redesigned assessment
Reduced time to prepare and administer the

assessment
The standardization of the administration
The flexibility in the administration of the

assessment to students with various disabilities
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Survey Responses: Test Administrators

Were the test 
materials easy to 

use during testing?
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89%

11%

yes
no



Survey Responses: Test Administrators

 Did the resource materials 
adequately prepare you 
to complete your duties 
regarding the assessment?
 Test Preparation
 Test Administration
 Training
 The Test Booklet
 Technology 
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89%

11%



Survey Responses: Test Administrators

When asked to 
give suggestions 
for improvements 
to future STAAR 
Alternate 2 test 
administrations….

Reduce frequency of 
materials check-out 

Additional procedural 
training

Provide more sample items 
or released test items
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Reduce the 
frequency of 

check-
in/check-out 

Allow test 
administrators 

to secure 
testing 

materials in a 
locking 
cabinet
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Survey Responses: Test Administrators

When asked to 
give suggestions for 
improvements to 
security procedures 
for future STAAR 
Alternate 2 test 
administrations….



2015 Survey Results
Test Coordinator Group

 February 13 – March 13, 2015
 1568 test coordinators responded
 11 questions
 Resources, Test Materials, Preparation & 

Administration Time, Test Security, Online 
Activities
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Survey Responses: Test Coordinators

Resource materials
prepared test coordinators
for the assessment
Technology
Training
Administration
Test Preparation yes

no

90%
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Survey Responses: Test Coordinators

Was it more difficult 
to maintain test 
security during 
preview and 
accommodation 
window?
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no
yes

69%

31%
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External Educator Review Meetings

 Conducted 13 days of external educator review meetings
during summer 2015
 Educators across the state reviewed field test questions

according to the following guidelines:
Does the question accurately measure the targeted reporting

category, knowledge and skills statement, essence statement,
and prerequisite skill?

Is the question fair and free from bias (gender, ethnicity, or
disability)?

Is the question accessible to students?
September 17, 2015Texas Education Agency 
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2016 STAAR Alternate 2

 Same assessed 
subjects and grade 
levels as in 2015

 Preview Window: 
March 21 – April 1

 Assessment Window: 
April 4 – April 22
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3-8/EOC Subjects Assessed
Grade 3 Mathematics and Reading
Grade 4 Mathematics, Reading, and Writing

Grade 5 Mathematics, Reading, and 
Science

Grade 6 Mathematics and Reading
Grade 7 Mathematics, Reading and Writing

Grade 8 Mathematics, Reading, Science, 
and Social Studies

End of course 
(EOC)

Algebra I, English I, English II, 
Biology, and U.S. History



Test Design:  
Same as 2015 Administration

 Six clusters comprise a test form resulting in 24 scripted questions per
test.

 The test materials will include a test administrator booklet and a student
booklet for each subject.

 The test administrator booklet contains scripted questions and
guidelines for how the test will be administered.

 The student booklet contains stimulus images and text for the
presentation of test questions and answer options.
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Test Administrator Manual 

 The format of the secure section of test administrator manual
will include

 Prompts test administrators where the secure portion of the
test booklet begins.
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Revision to Security Procedures 

 Test administrators may keep test materials until the end of the day
each day.

 Test administrators who check materials out for the entire day must
keep materials in locked storage when not in use.

 Materials Control form will reflect format changes in order to
accommodate the revised procedures.

 Revised procedure only to be performed when
accommodating materials. 
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Resources: 
Released Item Clusters 

 TEA has released additional test questions in order for test administrators to
 become more familiar with the test format,
 practice the presentation instructions with students, and
 determine options for students to access stimulus images presented in the test

questions

 Released questions will soon be available on the STAAR Alternate 2
Resources webpage.
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Resources: 
Instructional Terms

 Updated lists include only terms that will 
appear on the Spring 2016 assessment. 

 Each term appears under the grade level it 
first appears in the assessment.

 The lists are now alphabetized by row.
 Since the Reading curriculum is the only 

subject organized by genre, and certain 
terms only go with certain genres, it was 
important to organize the terms list by genre 
as well. Since this list is organized into 
columns, each column is alphabetized within 
each grade level.

65
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Resources: 
Allowable Accommodations 

Reformatted allowable accommodations
chart is in both The Educator Guide for STAAR
Alternate 2 and the STAAR Alternate 2 Test
Administrator Manual

Addition of:
Provide structured reminders
• Personal timers, token systems, color-coded or

handwritten reminder, or visual schedules
September 17, 2015Texas Education Agency 
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Resources: 
Educator Guide
Updated version will 
be available 
September 2015
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Online Activities 

 TestNav 8 will replace TestNav 7.5
 Supported by Chromebooks, iPads and Android tablets with stand alone keyboards

Accommodations will be entered separately from the online
transcription form.

Accommodations can be entered before or after the test is
completed.

Pearson Access Next
 The window for entering enrollment counts will be October 12-

November 13.

September 17, 2015Texas Education Agency 

68



STAAR Alternate 
Scoring Document

• New look
• Clusters are marked on

scoring document in
highlighted fields.  (NEW)
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Students Testing in a Co-op

 When students from multiple districts or campuses are instructed and
tested at a central location, additional considerations must be made in
planning for the STAAR Alternate 2 administration.

 The district or campus where the student is testing should include the
student in enrollment counts. This ensures that the testing location will
receive enough materials for all students.

 If additional materials are needed, the testing district should use district
overage or place an additional order for materials.

September 17, 2015Texas Education Agency 

70



Students Testing in a Co-op (cont.)

 The district or campus where the student is testing should 
register the student in the online system and complete all 
STAAR Alternate 2 online activities for the student, including 
entering scoring information and marking accommodations.

 The Reporting CDC field on the Student Registration Details 
page should be completed with the student’s home campus 
number so the student’s assessment results will be reported 
correctly.
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TEA Contact Information 

 The district testing coordinator is the primary contact when 
questions arise. 

 TEA’s Student Assessment Division
512-463-9536
 Email 

assessment.studentswithdisabilities@tea.texas.gov (STAAR A and 
accommodations for all students with disabilities) 

staaralt@tea.texas.gov (STAAR Alternate 2) 

September 17, 2015Texas Education Agency 
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Vendor Contact Information 

 Prior to September 28th, contact the Pearson Austin Operations Center
at 800-627-0225 for all questions related to the student assessment
program.

 Beginning September 28th, contact ETS at 855-333-7770 for all questions
regarding the STAAR grades 3–8 and EOC programs (includes STAAR,
STAAR Spanish, STAAR L, and STAAR A).

 Beginning September 28th, contact the Pearson Austin Operations 
Center at 800-627-0225 for all questions related to the STAAR Alternate 
2, TELPAS, and TAKS programs.
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